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CONSIDERATIONS, &c. 
LETTER I. 
My Loxp, 5 


\ 


W 1TH much reverence for your ſrered 


office, with much reſpect for your amiable 
character, I addreſs you as the perſon to whom 
moſt properly I may offer a ſeries of conſidera- 
tions of the moſt momentous kind, you, of all 
thoſe, whoſe duty it is to inſtruR the public, 
moſt eminent for ability, and for the gentle- 
manly and dignified manner, with which 
you have. endeavored to inforce conviction, 
That you have convinced always I will not ſay, 
but, for that you have always pleaſed and in- 
ſtructed, I am one, amongſt many, W who ought 
to be grateful. | 


The topics 12 am about to diſcuſs are aweful, 
yet I ſhall treat them with the freedom due to 
truth, to which, in my mind, all other conſi- 
derations ought to give way. I write to you as 
I would to my father, who conferred upon me 


the greateſt benefit in the power of a father to 


confer, by impreſſing on my infant mind, and 
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154 15 
from my infancy upwards, the habit and the 


love of truth. The mind if thoroughly im- 
bued with that love, if governed by that prin- 
ciple alone, 1s then, and then only, fitted for the 
acquirement of real knowledge. . Learning, 
however reſpeQable, is.as often on the fide of 
falſehood, as on that of truth, and if united 
with pride, prejudice,” or intereſt, is leſs fre- 
quently found contending for truth, than for 
victory. 


But in vain ſhall we hope to derive thoſe 
boundleſs benefits which the love of truth can 
cauſe to deſcend upon us, if we are not equally 
impreſſed with a deteſtation of falſehood. They 
are, I apprehend, in a well regulated mind com- 
menſurate. There is not any thing, affecting 
the human race, that ought to be ſupported by, 
or derived from, falſehood. To ſay otherwiſe 
would be to maintain that falſehood may be 
and is better than truth. 


The devil is emphatically ſtiled “ the father 

« of lies,” or in other words falſehood is the 
principle of evil, yet, though falſehood may in 
a certain ſenſe, be called a principle, becauſe 
the practice of it produces evil, it is no poſitive 
principle ; it is the negation or privation of 
truth. To be, and, to be true, are one and 
the ſame propoſition. Truth, then, is exiſt- 
| ence, 
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ence, and to deſtroy, or to have the effect of 
deſtroying truth, is of the nature of murder. 


Happy would it be for the human race, if 
this moral were, as in early education it might 
eaſily be, moſt ſtrongly preſented to the reaſon- 
ing faculty of man. We then ſhould not have 
the true, the painful, the reiterated confeſſion, 
of the thief, the robber, and the murderer. © I 
began with telling lies. They ought to be 
told that the murder commences with the com- 
mencing lie. Shew me a liar and Pll ſhew 
« you a thief,” ſays the proverb. 1 ſay, ſhew 
me a liar and I'll ſhew you a murderer. 


Your Lordſhip will eafily perceive that I am 
not contending for ſo impracticable a propoſi- 
tion as that every caſual aberration from truth, 
in the frailty of our nature, ſhould receive this 
conſtruction. The irregularities of human ſo- 
ciety admit not of it in its unqualified, (though 
poſſible) extent, in the preſent deficient ſtate of 
true morality. I am contending for the propo- 
ſition, as a principle, upon which to form the 
minds and govern the conduct of men: Still 
more I am contending for it as a principle upon 
which ought to be, and muſt be, founded, for 
mankind, all their happineſs here, and all their 
hopes hereafter. 


To 


1 

To what number, or extent, theſe letters 
may go, I cannot foreſee. The ſyſtem I pro- 
poſe to myſelf may, in its progreſs, proſtrate the 
temples of falſe religion, but it will probably 
leave the true fabric lightened of the incum- 
brances of falſehood, a deforming load which 
muſt in the end, and that too at no diſtant pe- 
riod of time, break down and deſtroy it. 


My firſt ſeries of letters will contain a diſſec- 
tion of the Book of Genefis, I ſhall ſtudiouſly 
avoid repeating or reſting upon any thing which 
controverſaliſts have urged, becauſe I have not 
met with any opinions which bring ſatisfaction 
home to my mind, and becauſe I will not tire 
your Lordſhip with objections or cavils on 
ſmaller points. Still leſs, will I hurl the fire- 
brand of the ſcoffer, or the leaden bolt of the 
atheiſt. 


Belief being poſſible only by the aſſent of 
the underſtanding, and not producible by the 
act of the will, your Lordſhip will not expect 
that I ſhould be found (any more than yourſelf) 
amongſt thoſe who believe either quia impoſſible 
eft or quia ignoro ; yet I do believe, and I 
hope on ſolid grounds. I think that the illuſ- 
trious perſonage, Jeſus Chriſt, might be and « 
| was, embodied, and, that he poſſeſſed a power of 
*_.._ divine 


Tr 


divine ſpirit, and intelleRt, tranſcending all that 
ever was, or ever will be, Again, ſhewn upon 
earth, until his ſecond . 


"| archs thoſe myſteries, the agitations of 
which, rent in twain, from the top to the bot- 
tom, the veil of the temple of chriſtianity, 
almoſt before the ſtruture was complete. 
Moſt of them were the effects of hereſies, the 
contentions of ſeQarians, and not a few the re- 
mains of both jewiſh and pagan ſuperſtitions. , 
Not a few the chimeras of the functionaries of 
all the religions, and ſome thoſe of contending 
miſſionaries, once philoſophers, biaſed by the 
dogmata of their reſpective ſchools : With 
theſe I have nothing to do. 


Before I go into what will ſtartle the chriſtian. 

who believes upon mere habit without enquiry, 

or him who venerates what is called ſcripture, | 

but who perhaps has never read it, or reading 

it has never underſtood, I wiſh that my corol- 
lary or concluſive propoſition may be known 5 
which is that, Though there be parts of the 

Old Teſtament of divine inſpiration, yet, that 

* the only ſcripture, we can ſafely acknow- 

« ledge, as holy, is that which is in the New 

- * Teſtament; that the precepts of Jeſus ought 

to be the rule of our life, his life our example, 
and his religion our religion.“ 


I ſhall 
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1 ſhall confine the preſent courſe of letters to 
the book of Geneſis ; in which I mean to offer 
to your Lordſhip facts and authorities; in the 
conſideration of which, conviction is brought 
home to my mind That the Book of Geneſis 
is not the word of God.” 

That conviction at preſent moſt fully exiſt- 
ing in my mind, I am enabled, with a conſci- 
ence tranquil and ſerene, to proceed, and with- 
out any fear of offending my juſt and benevo- 
lent Creator. I truſt, rather, that 1 march 
under his banner on which is inſcribed in 4A 
ters of everlaſting light God cannot lie ;* 
and I march on with the ſteadieſt confidence, 
but with the moſt aweful humility, I pretend 
not to fight his battles but thoſe of his ſacred 
and immutable truth—not for his glory (for 
how can we increaſe it) but for the benefit of 
mankind, 


Jam, 
My Lonp, 
| Obediently your's, | 
Er Tax AUTHOR. 


LETTER 


LETTER II. 


| It is rather injurious to the clear and in- 
ductive courſe by which I could have wiſhed to 

proceed that 1 have been obliged, out of re- 
| ſpect to the feelings of well meaning, but unin- 
ſtrutted minds, to anticipate the corollary of 
my ſyſtem, and the object of my inveſtigation. 
It will be ſaid Why do you ſhake any one 
+ pillar of our faith? ſince you believe in God, 
in Chriſt, and a future ſtate, why not be con- 
« tented with things as they are” ? 


When a perſon is, of thinks he is, intitled, 
to an eſtate of which the poſſeſſion yet remains 
to be gained by legal proceſs, or to a reverſion, 
the ſa ppoſed title deeds of which, are in his 
poſſeſſion, and which he can, at leiſure, read; 
it is natural for him to take care, that in the 
former caſe, his witneſſes are. honeſt, and! in the 
latter, that his title deeds are not fabricated, or 
forged. If, previous to the time of accruing 
poſſeſſion, he is in doubt of the title, or of tlie 
veracity of his witneſſes, he will probably not 
think it worth his while to try for it at all: and 
it would be diſhoneſt if he did. 85 


1 


B | I have 
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I have ſaid, that there is not any thing 
affecting the human race, that can or ought to 
be ſupported by, or derived from, falſehood. 
To ſay otherwiſe would be to ſubſtitute falſe- 
hood for truth, and by conſequence to deprave 
the whole human race. Thou ſhalt not do 
evil that good may come thereby” ! To tef- 
tify falſehood is to do evil, and it would be a 
| temptation to all men to teſtify falſehood if they 
were allowed at any time, or in any way, to 
hope. for any thing from it, It was our Sa- 
viour's ſyſtem to baniſh falſehood from the 
hearts and minds of men. He therefore could 
not intend, that our hopes of Salvation, ſhould 
depend upon falſehood, in any manner. Po 
admit it in principle in any inſtance, is to ad- 
mit it through all. I have not any hope of 
which I think the non-exiſtence of the chief 
part of the Book of Geneſis could deprive me, 
(though as a venerable remnant of antiquity I 
ſhould be ſorry to loſe it) but 1 ſhould deſpair 
indeed, if 1 thought, my happineſs in a future 
| ſtate, depended upon its total and abſolute 
veracity. 


| Having thus, I hope, cleared my way to the 
attention of your Lordſhip, I ſhall proceed to 
the ſubjea intended to be examined in my, pre- 
ſent letter, The ſo much agitated relation of 


the 


a | Lin 


the creation of the world, and every event pre- 
ceding the time of Abraham, it is not xow my 
intention to touch upon; though in a future 


courſe I ſhall endeavor to ſhew, what, I think 
has.not yet been ſhewn, the true, the ſpiritual, 
the rational, and ſatisfactory meaning of the re- 
lation of the fall of man, 


Faint traditionary remembrances have been 


preſerved in different nations. of the circum- 
ſtances of the deluge, and ftrong circumſtances 
of natural hiſtory tend to prove it, There are 
ſeveral facts in the parts of the book preceding 
the time of Abraham, but I ſay that thoſe facts 
and circumſtances furniſhed from, tradition, 
have been laid hold of by the author (or au- 
thors) of the Book of Geneſis, with what view 
it: may be the object of a future courſe of let- 


ters to explain, and ſuch an explanation will, 


fall properly into that courſe in which 1 ſhall 
treat of the miſſion of our Saviour. 41 wiſh to 
have it underſtood, that I have myſelf no doubt 
of the diyinity of that miſſion. | 


The firſt inftance in which I ſhall prove the 
book unintitled to credit, is grounded upon the 
following texts: 


Chapter 25, verſe. 20.— “ And Iſaac was 


9 forty: years , old when he took Rebekah to 
B 2 « wife, 
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e wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of 
„ Padan-Aram, the ſiſter of Laban the 
“ Syrian,” e 


Verſe 21.—* And Ifaac intreated the Lord 
&« for his wife becauſe ſhe was barren ; and the 
Lord was intreated of him, and Rebekah 
* his wife conceived.” 


Verſe 24.— And 'when her days to be de- 
ce livered were fulfilled, behold, there were 
A twins in her womb,” 


Verſe 26.—** And Iſaac was threeſcore years 
* old when ſhe bare them” (i, e, Eſau and 
Jacob). 


I then go to chapter 35, the three laſt 
verſes. A 

Verſe 27.—“ And Jacob came unto Ifaac 
e his father unto Mamre, unto the city of Arba, 
+ (which is Hebron) where Abraham and Ifaag 
„ ſojourned,” | | 


Verſe 28,—** And the days of Iſaac were 
% an hundred and fourſcore years.“ 


Verſe 29.--* And Iſaac gave up the Ghoſt 
« and died, and was gathered unto, his people 
© being 


Lig J! 


oy being old and full of days: And his Tons 
++ Eſau and Jacob buried him.“ 


I muſt remark by the 19th'and 18th verſes, 
Benjamin is ſaid to be born before Iſaac's death. 


1 then proceed to chapter 37, verſe 2. 
„ Theſe are the generations of Jacob: Joſeph 
„ being ſeventeen years old was feeding the 
« flock with his brethren.” The chapter then 
ſtates his being ſold by his brethren, for 20 
pieces of ſilyer, to the merchants, and carried. 
into Asypt. 


Joſeph being ſold to Poti . preferred to 
be head of his affairs, was caſt into priſon, 
where he remained till the chief butler, after 
two years neglect, recommended him to Pha- 
raoh as an interpreter of dreams. He inter- 
prets the dreams of the ſeven fat, and ſeven 
lean, kine, and the ſeven full, and ſeven thin, 
ears of corn, ſatisfactorily; and is promoted to 
put in execution the advice he had given, of 
ſtoring up grain during the years of plenty. 


I go then to chapter 414 verſe 46.— “ And 


« Joſeph was thirty years old when he ſtood 
** before Pharach king of Egypt.“ 


Verſe 


L214: ] 


Verſe. 31.— And in the ſeven plenteous 
years the earth brought forth by handfuls.“ 


Verſe 53.—* And the ſeven. plenteous years 
ended. N 


Chapter 42.—“ Jacob ſends his ten ſons for 
** corn into Ægy pt.“ 


Chapter 45. qe ooh maketh himſelf known | 
to his brethren---ſendeth for his father.“ 


Verſe 4.---* For theſe two years hath famine 
6 been 1 in the land.“ 


Chapter 47, verſe 8.---< And Pharaoh ſaid 
% unto Jacob, How old art thou“? | 


Verſe 9. And Jacob ſaid unto Pharaoh, 
„The days of the years of my pilgrimage are 
an hundred and thirty years, few and evil 
% have the days of my life been, and have not 
** attained unto the days of the years of the 
life of my fathers in the days of their pil- 
" grimage.“ 


Verſe 28.---+* And Jadob lived in the land 
« of Xgypt fourteen years: ſo the whole age 


of Jacob was one hundred and, forty and 
** ſeven Yours,” 


| The 
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The preceding chapters detail the ſuppoſed 
circumſtances of his death; which I ſhall not 
treat'of in this ſeries of letters, though in 'the 
next they will be found very important. 


Theſe, my Lord, are texts taken faithfully 


from the book, and being brought in juxta po- 
ſition, let eyery Jew lament, let every Chriſtian, 
and every honeſt Man rejoice, in the concluſions 
neceſſarily drawn from them. 


Inac 


I 16 
Iſaac being 60 years old when] 
| Jac was born and 180 years old 
when (after the birth of Benjamin TH 
and before the carrying away of > 120 yeats. 
Joſeph) Iſaac died, it follows — 


at the time of the death of Iſaac, 
Jacob was as by the book 


Joſeph being 17 years old when | 
carried away and go when pre- | 
ferred to Pharaoh we mult add the | | 

3 


difference (more might be added 
becauſe his carrying away might 
be 2 or 3 years after Laac's death) 


There being 7 years of plenty; 
we muſt add thnje mn 7 


There being 2 years of famine 
before the migration of Jacob ne 2 
to Egypt let us add them 


The age of Jacob when hl ; 
tioned by Pharaoh at leaſt ..... 142 years. 


The time of his duration "7 
Egypt before his death ........ 


His whole age at the leaſt 159 


Thus, 


(WJ 

make four, and I demand no more of concef- 
fon, I have ſhewn the inconfiſtency and impoſ- 
fibility of the account given by the book: It 
could not poſſibly be true that Jaeob's- age 
when queſtioned by Pharach was 4 F F 
Hated, bat, more. It co] not he Trgs, tha 
his age at his death, Was of ſo few years ZN 
ſtated inthe- book. At cannot be true, that ſuch 
palpable inconfiſtency, error, overſight, and mif- 
repreſentation,” can * the word of God. * 


I ſhall requeſt your Loup to 1755 a | irict 
eye upon, the texts l have quoted, becauſe I am 
very far from having yet done with them, 1 
Thall call them forward, in my future letters, to 
Lupport. n my impeachment of this book, upon 
many other parts of it, ſtill more r "wp 
the preſent. | 


I have the honor to be, 8c. 
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not have taken place anteriorly to the death 


LETTER 1. 1 
Mr 1.3 | 


| Is Reſume the ſubje& with a complaceney in- 


expreſſible. I think, that before the termina- 


tion of this preſent courſe, 1 ſhall have ſatisfied 


your Lordſhip of the abſolute neceſſity, of re- 
garding, the chief part, of the Book of Geneſis, 
as unworthy of credit. This may be thought 
bold ; it has no other boldneſs in it, than that 
of truth : but my complacency ariſes from this. 


Confeſſing myſelf when compared with your 


Lordſhip little more than a boy in age and a 
child in learning, I know that if I am in an 
error I ſhall profit by confutation, and thank- 


fully retract my opinion; and your Lordſhip 


will have the ſatisfaction of inſtrufling,” and 


confirming, others.---If I am right, I ſhall be a 
benefactor to the world. 


Aware, that ſome cavils may be raiſed 


againſt the preceding letters by thoſe, Who 
think themſelves, called upon per fas et nefas 


to ſupport the book, and that ſuch cavils can 
be grounded, upon only a ſuppoſed doubt. 
whether the carrying away of Joſeph might 


of 


[ 19. ] ee, 


of Iſaac, ſo as to admit of a poſſibility, - that 
the anſwer, which Jacob is, by: the compilers 
of . Geneſis, made to give to Pharaoh, may 
be accordant with the truth; I ſhalt juſt take | 
notice, for the purpoſe of preventing trouble to 
fuch perſons, that ſuch a ſuppoſition will only 
plunge the book into the ee OE gd 
diſcredit, * $0 | | 


a order my Lord to fortify my laſt letter, 
and to open a new battery of attack upon other 
portions of the book, I ſhall beg your N I 
attention to rexts TROY: 


pp 28, verſe 1.40 And Iſaae called 
Jacob and bleſſed him, and charged him and 
% ſaiĩd unto. him, Thou ſhalt not take a wife of 
66, the daughters of Canaan.” “ 


Verſe 2.---* Ariſe, Go to Padan-Aram to 
* the houſe of Bethuel thy mother's father, 
and take thee a wife from thence of the 
daughters of Laban thy mother's brother,” 


CHAPTER 29, in foto. 
Verſe 1. Then Jacob went an his jour- 


** ney, and came into the land of the people of 
the eaſt,” 


C 2 7 2,---< And 


3; i 
260 And he looked, and behold a well 
© mm the field and, lo, there were three flvcks 
oF ob ſheep" lyiſig by it; for out of that Well 
they watered the flocks : and a Es "we, | 
+ was TOY the welPs mouth. 7 ai an 
3 .—— And thither were all the flocks a, 
e thered : and they rolled the ſtone from ihe 
„ well's mouth, and watered the ſheep, and put : 


the ſtone again e the * mouth in his 
66 place,” $ . 


4. — Add Jacob ſaid unto them, My. bre 
* thren whence be ye: ? ng bats ſaid, Of * 
nan are we.” * LY | 


| * And he ſaid unto them, W 5 
„ Laban, the ſon of. Nahor? And they ſaid; 
We know him.“ 


3 7 = 


6.---< And he ſaid unto them, Is he well? 
« And tliey ſaid, He is well; and, behvld, Ra- 
„ chel his daughter cometh with the: * * 


7.—5 And he ad, to, it is! dick a nei- * 
ther is it time that the cattle ſhould be ga- 
«© thered: together : water . the e ſheep, Oo 89 . 

e and feed them,” | 


+ +43 
© 


8,---+* And. 


/ 


tus 
0 And they ſaid, We bannot, until all 


on ther flocks be gathered together, until they 
A gol the ſtone from the well's mouth; then 
* Wwe water. the _ 


EF © . * 
7 — 4 "x * 


a- 


Gant And while he yet ſpake- th, dent 
4 Rachel came with ante — en for ſhe 
wy 1 85 them.“ Od 


7 


20.46% And it came to paſs, when Jacob 
«ſaw:Rachel, the daughter of Laban his mo- 
« ther's brother, and. the ſheep of Laban. his 
„ mother's brother, that Jacob went near, and 
1% rolled the lone from the well's mouth, and 
„ watered the flock- of Laban bows - mother's 
brother.“ 


4 x 


GGR „„ „ „ “ S NIELS ERS 


11. Abd Jacob Kiſſed Rachel, and wude 


"46 up his yoice and wept”: :dfongb wenn) t 


13 4. | 
4 


; 12---+ And Jacob told Rachel that be was 
< her father's brother, and that he was Rebe- 


$6 kah's ſon: and the ran and told her father.“ 


13. And it came to -paſs; when Laban 
i* heard the tidings of Jacob his ſiſter's ſon, 
« that he ran ta meet him, and emhraced him, 
„and kiſſed him, and brought him to his 
is liouſe. And he told Laban all theſe things.“ 


14. * And 


3 


14.0 And Labin ſaid to him, Surely thou 
* Cart my bone and my fleſh. And he N 
with him the ſpace of a month.“ . 


15.— And Laban ſaid unto Jacob, Becauſe 
thou art my brother, ſhouldeft thou therefore 
«+ ſerve me for nought? tell me, what bn thy 
„wages be?“ eto! 351 


| 26.---+ And Laban had two daughters: the 
e name of the elder was Leah, and the n name of 
** the e was E RF 


17.— Lok was MN CY IE Rachel | 
i # nk and well-favoured.?? 


18. And Jacob loved Rachel: 5 and ſaid, 
©] will ſerve thee ſeven years. for Rachel thy 
cc younger daughter.”. ; 'd | IE Sid 1 


19. ---+< And Laban ſaid, It is better that I 
give her to thee than that 1 Oe e hoe 
to another man: hen: with me)? | - 


20.—- And Jacob ſerved ſeven years for 
„ Rachel; and they ſeemed unto him but a 
$6 few days, for ths love he had to _— tes 3 

KEEL 74) 17> * TIL 75 ＋ id - 10 : 


* - 
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21. And Jacob ſaiũ unto Laban, Give 
me my wife, for my days are 3 that , 
may go in unto her.” | 7 01 


22.— And Laban gathered together all the 
men of the place, and made a feaſ t. 


2 3.“ And it came to paſs in the evening. 
that he took Leah his daughter, and brought 
1 ner to _ and n unto rs 

24.—0 And ba rave "_ his APR 
* . pt e his maid e ET: | 

25.--- And it camo to paſs, that "ot the 
morning, behold, it was Leah: and he faid 
« to Laban, What is this thou haſt done unto 
me? Did not I ſerve with thee for Rachel? 
6 . 9 thou We me ?*? Ig 

26.—4 1 aid, it muſt hat he te dene in 


our _— to. give the Ren; ug before the 
40 0 f 1 2 15 


29.010 ne wink t e m give 
I thee this alſo, for the ſervice which thou ſhalt 
<« ſerve with me yet ſeven other cant me: 


28. —— And 


«4 


L 4, 1 


8. And Jacob did {þ, and fulſiſted eher 
— and he gave — r | 


C* 


e to wife alſo? 1 1 


./29.--- Aud Laban gave to Abelekis 
e daughter, Bilhah this W aongth do de her 
e 
30. And he went in alſo unto Rachel, 
e and he loved ao Rachel more than Leah, 
. and Ene with hifmyet ſeven other n yy 

ot — 1A when the Land: ſaw. that Leah 
© was hated, he opened her womb : but Ra-, 
chel N 7 e 9 

32 Ret And Leah conceived, and bare a 
xc 2 n, and'ſhe callsd his name Reuben : for 
« ſhe ſaid, Surely the Lord hath looked upon 
«© my affliction; now] e oy, huſband 
W. will wore e Lene. 


33.—*— And ſhe dee eiu, and 1990 5 
„ ſon; and faid, Becauſe the Lord hath heard 
«'that I was hated, he hath therefore. given 
eme this ſon alſo: and ſhe called his name 
Simeon??? | | FS 


34- — ha ſhe conceived again, and bare a 
2 ſon; and faid, Now this time will my huf- 
* band, 


25 J 
« band be joined unto me, becauſe I have born 
«three ſons : therefore was his name called 
© Levi.” | | , 


35.---* And ſhe conceived again, and bare a 
„ ſon; and ſhe ſaid, Now will 1 praiſe the 
Lord: therefore ſhe called his name 4 udah, 
„ and left bearing. 85 


From this chapter we find that Leak became 
the wife of Jacob after ſeven years ſervitude, 
and that in the eighth year of ſervitude Rachel 
became his wife in reſpect to the ſeven years 
ſervitude to be added to the former feyen. 
Zilpah was the handmaid of Leah, and Billah 
was the handmaid of Rachel. | | 


Of theſe four were born all the ſons of Jacob. 
© | 

Verſe 30. Leah was barren and Rathel 
« was barren.” At length Leah bore a ſon--- 
the firſt-born Reuben. This birth muſt have 
happened in the ninth year of the ſervitude at 
the ſooneſt, becauſe he Jacob married in the 
eighth year and ers wad a 1 of bar- 
renneſs, ; ret 1: 


D The 


E 


| The Year. Born 
Of Jacob's ſervice 9g....Reuben N 


10. . . Simeon. 


143 of Leah 
12. . Judah. 
13. .. Dan. . 
1 of * 
1 
Chap. 31, in toto . Aſher *$ of Zilpah 


-..-. ther 
ee of Leah 
19....Dinah... 

20....Joſeph.... of Rachel 


All theſe children were born within the f pace 


of twelve years, and in the houſehold of 
Laban. - 


Jacob leaving the ſervice of Laban, toreturn 
to his own country, was purſued and overtaken 
by Laban. I refer to chap. 31, in toto. 


Verſe __ --=+ This twenty years have I been 
os with thee.” 


Verle 41;---< T hus have I been twenty years 
in thy houſe: I ſerved thee fourteen years 


„for thy two daughters and ſix years for thy 
« cattle,” 


The 


J. 
The rape of Dinah and the ſlaughter of the 


Schechemites takes place in the chapter ſuc- 
ceeding the account of Jacob's return, viz. 34. 


This ſerves to evidence the maturity of Di- 
nah. She was born in the 19th year of the ſer- 
vitude. She was one year older than Joſeph 
and her rape took place before the birth. of 
Benjamin. 


Chapter 35, verſe 182 Benjamin is born.“ 
Verſe 28. Iſaac dies.” 


Chapter 17, verſe 2,---* Joſeph being ſeven- 
teen years of age, is carried into Ægypt.“ 


Now as Ifaac dies after the rape of Dinah 
and before the carrying away of Joſeph, and 
after the birth of Benjamin ; if we take the 
rape of Dinah to have been in her 15th year, 
and Joſeph to be in his 14th year when it hap- 
pened, then Benjamin muſt have been more 
than one year old, but not more than in his th 
year, when Joſeph was carried into Ægypt. 
The medium is the commencement of the 4th 
year of Benjamin's life or when he was g years . 
of age. 7 9 898 N 
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The circumſtance of the rape of Dinah going 
before the birth of Benjamin, and that birth 
and the death of Iſaac being related in the 
1ame chapter (chap. gz) we cannot err in ſay- 
ing that the two latter events muſt have taken 
place in the fame year or as nearly as poſſible. 


One year's accuracy need not be contended 
for, | 


Thus are we furniſhed with epochs, which it 
is curious to obferve, the compilers, of the 
ſpurious parts of the book, have choſen to omit 
in the caſe of Eſau and of Jacob, and in thoſe 
only throughout the whole book as preceding 
the time of Jacob. For, in giving an account 
of all the preceding patriarchs, their ages, when 
married, and their ages, when their children are 
born, are carefully regiſtered. I ſhall on ano- 
ther occaſion aſſign a reaſon for this omiſſion, 


Going back from the death of Iſaac, at 189 
years Jacob being then 120 or in his 121ſt year, 
taking off 14 years for the age of Joſeph, we 
find the laſt year of Jacob's fervitude, to have 
been the 107th year of his age. His commen- 
cing the ſervitude, which the text tells us, was 
in the 85th year, or when touching 87, and his 
marriage with Leah took place 7 years after- 
wards,. and that with Rachel in the beginning 

of 
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of the 8th year of ſervitude, both indeed, with- 
in a very ſhort ſpace: of time; then, allowing 
| for the barrenneſs one year, and that Reuben 
was born at the end of the gth year, and all the 
children except Benjamin within 12 years, 
counting from 8 incluſive to 20 incluſive, we 
fix the reſpective dates of the births in the ſuc- 
ceſſion I have before extracted from the text. | 


Thus Reuben was born in the 9 1 5 year of 
the life of Jacob : 


Simeon in tne göth 
Enn. nee. 97th 
Sola ca do foo cn dad g8th 
Dae. Ae. . 99th 
Naphtali . 9 C538 100th 
rene. e ei 
Aſher INIT dowd 5b . 102d 
Hachar coo. , 10g. 
Zobulan: eee ad. „ 104th 
Da. nne. null 40zth. 
And Joſeph in the ........ . de, 4. Oh 
or when paſt 106 years of age. 


I pauſe, my Lord, with the humble and 
earneſt requeſt that you will compare and well 
compare theſe dates with the data of the book, 
that you will confider and reconſider, whether, 


and 


191 


and wherein, it is poſſible, or probable, that 1 
am in an error, I have purpoſely refuſed to 
travel out of the record. It is by the internal 
evidence of the book itſelf, that it ſtands or 
falls. I invoke the moſt high and great Creator 
to look down upon me with his diſpleaſure, 
and to viſit upon me the puniſhment due to 
falſehood, if I have knowingly or intentionally 
mis-ſtated, miſconſtrued, twiſted, or perverted 
one word, one line, one verſe, or one chapter 
of the Book of Geneſis, from their juſt import 
and apparent meaning. 


I have now confirmed, if confirmation were 
wanting, every part of the preceding letter, I 
have proved, by fixing the epochs contained in 
this letter down to their proper places, that the 
account ſuppoſed to be given by Jacob to Pha- 
raoh cannot be true, and that the years of his 
age given by the book cannot be true. I have 
brought forward the texts contained m this pre- 
ſent letter, and haye taken ground upon them, 
from which I ſhall proceed to aſſail other parts 
of the book, and from which I ſhall, in my next 
letter, endeavor to prove that the relation of the 
tale of Joſeph and Benjamin cannot be true. 
I] do it with concern and reluctance, becauſe a 
more pleaſing, ſimple, or affecting tale, was ne- 
ver related. I never have read the narrative 
without 


WS 


without tears ; nor probably ſhall I entirely re- 
frain from them, when, at ſome diſtance of time 
hereafter I may again peruſe it. But my feel- 
ings then muſt neceſſarily be ſuch only, as an 
affecting drama, ſimilarly intereſting, told with 
ſimplicity, would excite in a mind of ſenſibility, 
by calling up and preſenting to the heart, images 
of the moſt melting, endearing, and delighting 
nature. | 


1 am, &e. 
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LETTER IV. 
My Loxrp, 


IN DEBTED as we are to the oriental an- 
tients, (I do not mean the Jews) probably for 
our anceſtry, certainly for our learning, I will 
not ſpeak irreverentially of any of their pro- 
ductions. The charming narrative of Joſeph 
and Benjamin may have been drawn from cir- 
cumſtances of real life. The character of Jo- 
ſeph is every way amiable : Chaſte, tender, 
affectionate, forgiving, dutiful, faithful, provi- 
dent, incorruptible, a pattern in every ſtation 
of life, even, at this day, his memory is held in 
veneration by the inhabitants of Egypt and his 
name aſſociated with all works of public utility. 
I am aware that I am here affording an oppor- 
tunity to an ohjection-cateher to ſay--- Then 
does not this prove the authenticity of the Book 
of Geneſis ?---No ! I doubt not that Joſeph did 
exiſt, but I doubt as little, that the writer of 
the tale adapted it, in the perſons of Joſeph and 
Benjamin, to his own views, in weaving it into 
the Book of Geneſis. 


To 


wy way my Ws FY eo” 
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To form and direct the morals, by warming 
and enlarging the heart, is peculiarly the end, 
and beauty, of the oriental tales. When 1 
particularly examine the parts of the preſent 
tale, I cannot but conſider it as ingrafted upon, 
as interwoven into the ſyſtem of the book, 


partly to render it intereſting, and relieve the 


heavy narrations of genealogies, and to be, ori- 
ginally, one of thoſe ſoothing, inſtructing, and 
delighting tales, which, «ar e , we term ori- 
ental. Even thoſe parts of it ſo interwoven 
bear marks of greater elegance of diction and 
arrangement, and of happier expreſſion than 
appear elſewhere in the Book of Geneſis. Is 
the old man your father of whom ye ſpake ? Is 
he alive” ? It goes to the heart! and confers 
upon old age additional venerability. I now 
proceed to ſhew that the narration cannot be 


true as applied to the perſons of Joſeph and 
Benjamin. 


| Benji throughout the narrative, which is 
comprifed in the 42d, 43d, 44th, 45th, 46th, 
and 47th chapters, is repreſented no otherwiſe 
than as an innocent child, a young lad, not 
ſpeaking, but weeping ; the mere paſſive ob- 


ject of the pleaſing and affecting love, remem- 


brance, and careſſes, of his own dear, kind, and 
exalted brother,--- (chap. 4 5, verſe 20) a child 
E | of 
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of his (Jacob's) * old age,” „ a little one,” -- 
(verſe 31) © a lad 2---(verſe 33) © the lad. ” 
But ſuch has been the powerful faſcina- 
tion of the tale, and the fear of touching the 
ſuppoſed holy book, that no one has yet, 
through ages, looked into the poſſibility of the 
exiſtence and truth of that circumſtance which 


conſtitutes the principal intereſt of the tale, viz. 
the tender years of Benjamin. 


This is the chain of proof by which I deſtroy 


the veracity of this narrative as applied to Jo- 
ſeph and Benjamin. 


Benjamin was born before the death of 
Iſaac after the rape of Dinah and before 
the tranſit of Joſeph into MXgypt, at 
which laſt period he muſt have been | 
three years old, or in the fourth year of 
his age.---Take for Benjamin's age... 


WO 


From the time when Joſeph was car- 
ried into Ægypt to the time when he be- 
come Pharaoh's chief ſervant, 'as by the 13 
text (chap. 41, verſe 46) 


For the ſeven years of plenty 


For the two years of famine paſt ...... he” 


1 


So that it becomes unqueſtionably clear, that 
Benjamin was in his 25th or 26th, but more 
probably in his 27th year, when according to 
the authorities the ſuppoſed interview of ten- 
derneſs took place. I ſhall hereafter ſhew that 
either he was ſtill older, or that the book is {till 
more diſtant from truth. _ 


By what figure of language, by what ſhift 
or evaſion the text can be defended as true, I 
cannot perceive. The intereſt of the tale almoſt 
entirely vaniſhes, it is no longer a tender child 
of whom his father fears * to be bereaved.” — 
It is no longer the child of his old age, a little 
one.”—It is no longer “ a lad,” © the lad,” 
but a man, full grown; in the vigour, the 
prime, the pride of life. 


And now, my Lord, let me aſk you, what 
would be the credit due, in* human judicature, 
to a record thus falhfied,--to witneſſes thus de- 
tected ? And ſhall we ſuffer the eternal jewel, 
our ineſtimable treaſure of life in a future ſtate, 
or even our preſent lives in ſociety, to depend 
upon, or be influenced by, ſuch a book? O! 
no! That God, whoſe word has been nearly 
loſt, but not totally; who has yet permitted 
enough to remain, for our preſent, and future, 
good and guide, will, vindicate himſelf, and, in 
conſummation of the cloſe of all ſublunary 

E 2 things 
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things preparatory to our immortal change, 
remove from the minds of men the cloud of 


darkneſs vifble, ſpread over their intellectual 
faculties, by a vile, polluted, jewiſh hierarchy. 


I do not intend my Lord to reſt from my la- 
bours, The ſerpent, being mortally wounded, 
though he may crawl and lick the duſt, ſhall 
not linger. I ſhall in my next letter proceed 
to prove that the book is untrue in the circum- 
ſtance of the ſo famous migration into AÆgypt, 
and in ſo doing I ſhall ſtill more decidedly fal- 
ſify the narrative of Joſeph and Benjamin, 


J am, moſt reſpeAfully, &c, h 
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LETTER v. 
My Loxp, 


T H E intereſt which the ſubjeA of theſe 
letters mult neceſſarily give riſe to in the minds 
of many, the horrors which ſome will feel in 
having their belief ſhaken in their latter days, 


upon the moſt ſolemn of all ſubjects, their tranſ- 
lation to another mode of exiſtence, (as if that 
depended upon the divinity of the Book of 
Geneſis, rather than the divinity of our Saviour) 
but not the fear of any cenſure, puniſhment, or 
obloquy to myſelf, (for I will take death rather 
than Tetra&t an opinion which reaſoning and 
truth are not ſucceſsfully employed to overturn) 
lead me again a little out of my direct courſe, 
to advance that which may be uſeful to the 
timid reader, and aſſure him it is far from my 
intention to ſhake his belief, to miſlead his 
Judgment, or diminiſh his hope of future hap- 
pineſs under the Chriſtian diſpenſation. Nor 
is it my intention to mix, in the ſmalleſt degree, 
in the compoſition of theſe letters, alluſions, or 
reflections, which can be preferably uſeful, 
either to the fanatic, or the atheiſt ; the friend to 
monarchy, or the- ardent republican, I love 
kings, 
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kings, when their people, feeling their lives and 
government to be good, love them. I am not 
a foe to republics, when I ſee that they are in- 
ſtituted upon virtue, and ſupported by inte- 
grity : I ſhake noeſtabliſhment, I cenſure no ſe. 
I am a friend to the Church of England, and 
an enemy to no other church : But I write not, 
for, or againſt kings or governments, dignities, or 
ſectaries. I write for the whole human race, and 
for poſterity ; and I write againſt the religion of 
the Jews, who have been and now are, by the 
recoil of their perverſions, troubles, and ſcourges 
of the human race. | 


My Lord, this may be called uncharitable. 
It is not ſo; their anceſtors murdered, . cruelly 
murdered, the divine Jeſus, and their poſteiity 
(ſuch as remain Jews) tread in the ſteps, and 
wear the foul garments, of their anceſtors. But 
1 will convulſe them from Dan even unto Beer- 
ſheba. I know them well. 


Too, too unfortunate has it been for man- 
kind, that divines, and able men, of many per- 
ſuaſions, have thought it better to contend for 
immaterial doctrinal points, under a perfect and 
unqualified admiſſion of the ſanctity of the 
forgeries of the Jews, than to enquire into the 
reaſons why their books ſhould be admitted in 
omnibus as the word of God. Had half the 
| learning 
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learning and induſtry employed by polemics 
upon the moſt frivolous diſtinctions been uſed 
to winnow the chaff from the wheat, and to re- 
lieve the metal from its ſcoria, we ſhould not 
now have to lament the deplorable irreconcilia- 
tion of the followers of Jeſus Chriſt, and the ra- 
vaging enmities of mankind at large. Opinions 
and prejudices mildly treated, and ſuffered, 
from their own conſumptive nature, to pals 
from decay into diſſolution, would have brought 
men's minds more nearly together ; and would 
have compounded a ſubſtratum for the cultiva- 
tion of eyery excellence : whilſt now as it is and 
muſt for ſome time be, every little proprietor of 
a ſcriptural diſtin&tion, thinks himſelf a magi- 
cian, and, keeping his ſmall and trembling 
flock within the pale and line of his circle, 
threatens with his rod damnation around, treat- 
ng as dæmons, the myriads of his fellow crea- 
tures, who are, by the grace of God, at the 
ſame moment with himſelf, breathing the breath 
of life ; as though for him, and his ſheep only, 
ſhone forth the light of divine benevolence. 


O ! pode often have I turned from them with 
diſguſt to ſee their mouths foaming with rage, -- 
and all—in 1 7 name of the Meek Jeſus.” " 


Having, my Lord, for the preſent; pete of 
the narrative of Joſeph and Benjamin, my next 
N object 


—— 
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object is to prove, that the account oſ the mi- 
gration of Jacob into Ægypt, is untrue, be- 
cauſe contradictory of itſelf, and contradictory 
of the narrative; and becauſe as narrated, im- 
poſſible; and that the whole is the fiction of 
one of the writers of the Book of Geneſis; the 
ſettlement of the Hebrew ſhepberds in Goſhen, 
ſimple fact having afforded the oecaſion. 


I refer your Lordſhip to the 38th chapter, 
which immediately follows the tranſit of Joſeph 
into Agypt. 


Every verſe of this chapter i is materia to my 
purpoſe. 


CHAPTER 38. 


Verſe 1. And it came to paſs at that 
time, that Judah went down from his bre- 
e thren, and turned into a certain Adullamite, 
e whoſe name was Haan, 8 - 


2.---< And Judah ſaw there a daughter of 
a certain Canaanite, whoſe name was Shuah ; 
* and he took her, and went in unto her.” 


g----< And ſhe conceived, and bare a fon; K 
« and the called his name. Er.“ 6 | 


; PR” And 
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4.— And ſhe conceived again, 410 bare a 
„ ſon; and ſhe called his name Onan,” 3 


8.—“ And ſhe yet again conceived, and 
bare a ſon; and called his name Shelah: and 
6 he was at Chezib, when ſhe bare him.” 


6 1 Judah took a wn; for- Er his 
e firſt- born, whoſe name was Tamar.“ 


7. And Er, Judah's firſt-born, was 
&« wicked in the ſight of the Lord; and the 
„Lord ſlew him.“ 


8. And Judah faid unto Onan, Go in 
e unto thy brother's wife, and marry her, and 
4 raiſe up ſeed to thy brother.” | 

9. And Onan knew that the ſeed ſhould 
* not be his: and it came to paſs, when he 
went in unto his brother's wife, that he 

« ſpilled it on the ground, leſt that he ſhould 
* NY. ſeed to his brother.” | 


* IEF 
2 15. 


10. And the thing which he did ue 
e pleaſed the Lord: wherogee he L him 


* alſo.” 
11, % Then faid Judah to Tanfür his ; 
<6 „ daughter-in-law, remain a widow at thy fa- 
SE SS. ther” 8 
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e ther's houſe, till Shelah my ſon Ty grown : 
« for he faid, Leſt peradyenture he. die alſo. as 
« his brethren did. And Tamar went and 
„ dwelt in her father's houſe.” 


12,---+ And in proceſs of time the daughter 
« of Shuah Judah's wife died; and Judah was 
„ comforted, and went up, unto his ſheep- 
«© ſhearers. to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah 
the Adullamite. * 


13.— And it was told Tamar, ſaying, Be- 
hold, thy father- in- law goeth up to Timnath 
to ſhear his ſheep.” 


14.— And ſhe put. her widows 8. garments 
« off from her, and covered her with a vail, and 
„ wrapped herſelf, and fat in an open place, 
+ which is by the way to Timnath: for ſhe ſaw 
« that Shelah was grown, and ſhe, was, not 
e oiven, unto him to wife.“ 


13. When 3 ſaw her he thought 
her to be an harlot ; becauſe ſhe had covered 
48 her Ne 


16. And he turned unto her by the way, 

« and ſaid, Go to, I pray thee, let me come 
« in unto thee ; for he knew not that ſhe was 
<4 his daughter-in-law,) And ſhe ſaid, What 
« wilt 
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« wilt mou give me that then thou come in 
„ unto me?“ 


17.--- And he ſaid, I will ſend thiee a kid 
e from the flock. And ſhe faid wilt thou give 
eme a pledge till thou ſend it ?” 


18.---< And he faid, What pledge ſhall I 
« give thee ? And lhe ſaid, thy ſignet, and thy 
« bracelets, and the aff that is in thine hand: 


** and he gave it her, and came in unto her; 
* and ſhe conceived by him. * 


19.---** And ſhe aroſe and went away, and 


„laid by her vail, and put on the * 
ef her widowhood. . 


20. And Judah ſent the kid by the 
hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive 


the pledge from the woman” 8 hand ; N he 
ha found her not. : 


89 F. 
* 


21.—6 Then he aſked the men of that place, 
* « ſayikg, Where is the harlot that was openly 


by the way fide? And they faid, There was 
no harlot in this place.“ g ad : 


22. And he 8 to 1 faid 
«] cannot find her; and alſo the men of that 


x 


e „ place 


TW: 1 


place ſaid, that there was no harlot in this 
place.“ 


23.—ͤ And Judah ſaid; Let her take it to 
her, leſt we be aſhamed :- behold, I ſent this 
** Kid, and thou haſt not found her,” | 


24.---+* And it came to pals, about three 
months after, that it was told Judah, ſaying, 
Tamar thy daughter-in-law hath played the 
** harlot; and alſo, behold, ſhe is with child by 
** whoredom. And Judah faid, Bring her 
** forth, and let her be burnt,” 


25.— When ſhe was brought forth ſhe 
** ſent unto her father-in-law, ſaying, By the 
* man whoſe theſe are am I with child : and 
** ſhe ſaid, Diſcern, I pray thee, whoſe are 
++ theſe, the ſignet, and bracelets, and ſtaff,” 


26. And Judah acknowledged them, 
«and faid, She hath been more righteous than 
J, becauſe that I gave her not to Shelah my 
* ſon; and he knew her again no more,” 


27. And it came to paſs, in the time of 
her travail, that, behold, twins were in her . 


$6 womb.” 


55 28.— And 


— 
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28. And it came to paſs when ſhe tra- 
vailed, that the one put out his hands; and 
« the midwife took and bound upon his hand 
a ſcarlet thread, ſaying, This came out firſt.” 


29.---++ And it came to paſs, as he drew 


„ back his hand, that, behold, his brother came 
„% gut : and ſhe ſaid, How haſt. thou broken 
te forth? this breach be upon thee: therefore 
© his name was called Pharez,” 


30.---*+* And afterward came out his brother, 
„that had the ſcarlet thread upon his hand, 
and his name was called Zarah. * 


From this chapter it appears that immedi- 
ately after the ſale of Joſeph, Judah went down 


from his brethren and turned in unto a certain 


Adullamite named Hirah, and ſaw there a 


daughter of a certain Canaanite called Shuah, 


and he took her and went in unto her, and ſhe 
conceived and bare a ſon, and he called his 
name Er, A ſecond ſon was called Onan, and 
a third Shelah, Er grew to man's eſtate and 
married Tamar, and the Lord flew him ; and 
Onan married Tamar, and the Lord flew him ; 
Tamar remained a widow, expecting when ſhe 
ſhould, according to Judah's promiſe, be mar- 
ried to his third fon Shelah. But the per- 

yn — formance 
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formance being delayed or evaded, ſhe diſ- 
guiſed Herſelf as a harlot, lay with her father- 
in-law Judah, and-conceived twins,---of which, 
when delivered, the elder was named Pharez, 
and the younger Zarah. Then ſucceeds chap- 


39, the ſtory -of Joſeph aer taken into > Poti- 
P. houſe. | 


- Let * now go to chapter 46; for the inter- 
vening chapters only contain the narrative al- 
ready treated of. 


Verſe 3. And Jacob roſe up from Beer- 
« ſheba: and the ſons of Iſrael carried Jacob 
6 their father, and their little ones, and their 


{© wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had yout 
to carry him.“ 


Gt And they took their cattle, and their 
goods, which they had gotten in the land of 
„ Canaan, and came t nee A and 
2 all his ſeed with him: 


7. His fons, and his ſons ſons with him, 
his daughters, and his ſons daughters, and all 
his ſeed, brought he with him into Agypt.” 


8.---+* And theſe are the names of the child- 
*© dren of Ifrael which came into Ægypt, Ja- 
TIN Ts cob 


H T7 a 


4 ak * his en Reuben 50 Jacob's firſt- 
40 born.“ | 
9.“ And the ſons of Reuben, x Hauoch, 
« and Phallu, and. an. and Carmi.“ . 


10 ---< And the ſons of 8 Jemuel, 
« and Jamin, . and Ohad, and Jachin, and 
% Zuhar; ou Shaul, the ſon of a Canaanitiſh 
«© woman.” 


11. And the ſons of Lewes Gerſhon, 
6 Kohath, and Merari.“ 


12.---+ And. the ſons of Judah: Er, and 
„ Onan, and Shelah, and Pharez, and Zerah : 
„ but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. 


And the ſons. of Pharez were en. * 
« Hamul.” ? | 


Again, my Lord, I pauſe, and again beg 
your attention to the accuracy of my references. 
But I pauſe with ſecurity. The friends of the 
Book of Geneſis are on the horns of à terrible 
dilemma ; they muſt-give up, either the tale of 
Joſeph and Benjamin or the truth of the 46th 
chapter. In either caſe the writers of the book 
ſtand convicted. 


We 


[4] 


We have ſeen that Benjamin was born before 
the death of Iſaac, and that he might be about 
3 or 4, or not more than gꝛ years of age at the 


time that Joſeph was 17. But to give the book 


all poſſible benefit, we will ſay that he was only 
at the time of Joſeph's being 17 .. 1 year old 


After that time Judah begat Er 1 year 


Er arriving at man's eſtate 
married Tamar. The Patri- 
archs did not marry early, we 
cannot ſay leſs than ...... Loos 


20 


Onan married and died 
: * 7 | | | | | 
Tamar waited for Shelah, we 
cannot ſay leſs than g years, 9 3 
come up to a marriageable age 


Then ſhe conceived by Judah n 


time of matrimonial puberty at 


Pharez had two children, his 
leaſt —— 2 —U]—W— —— — 1 


His two children Do 


20 


1 


* 


This 


L ay I 
This then accoriling to the time of migration 
as" detailed, muſt have been (making more 


allowances than 1 ought to 2 the age of Ben- 
Jawih at the leaſt, | 


And it is confitmed by verſe 14.---* The 
% ſons of Aſher, Jimnah and Joſhua, and Iſai 
and Beriah, and the ſons of Beriah (the 
* youngeſt) Heber and Malehie], ” 


Aſher was . e to the dats) in we 
1024 year of Jacbb. and I mention his ſons to 
ſhew that Benjamin might have. ſons, for alſo 
the ſons of Judah, (younger by years than Ben- 

jamin) had ſons.---And to we find in the 21ſt 
verſe, that the ſons of Benjamin (“ the little 
one, „ the child, „the lad,” in the tale) 
are Belah 1 and Becher 2, Aſnbel 3, Gera 
4, and Naaman 3, Ehi 6 and Roſh 7, Muppim 
8 and Huppim 9. and Ard 10. In the 26th 
verſe it is n ad; 5A 


All the ſouls, &c.“ and 8 . the 
« ſons of Joſeph, Ec.“ «© And Joſeph. was be- 
e fore in Ægypt“ Before — ? Before 
* and his ſons came down with Jacob. 

What then are we to think of the narrative? 
What are we to think of the migration as nar- 
rated! What are we to think of the Book of 


64S A G Geneſis ! 
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Geneſis! Does not one part deſtroy ' another ? 
Is it, when examined, any thing to which com- 
mon credit can be given! Are we to believe 
the narrative? becauſe if we are, the circum- 
ſtances of the migration contradi& it. Are we 


to believe the account of the migration! No! 
The narrative contradicts it. 


But more ! 'The migration never exiſted un- 
der the circumſtances, and it is thus proved : 


Jacob was at the death of aa 120 years 


2511 


The time from the year of the 


birth of Benjamin and the death 49 years 
of Iſaac was at the leaſt ......,... 


— 


* 


169 
Jacob muſt then have been at 
the time of the migration. into * 
Xegypt, according to the account at i home 


of the 46th 30> ess 


after his ſettling | there he muſt 
have porn — 9 — 50 6060 


And being 1 in Egypt 17 years 0 5 
17 


„3. 
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Again, my Lord, I-muſt aſſert that I have 
watched my deductions with an anxious and 
jealous eye, and I have not exaggerated but di- 


miniſhed the quantity of the enormous contra- 
ditions I have pointed out. 


The book ſays, that when queſtioned by 
Pharaoh, Jacob was 1go years of age, but 1 
have proved that the ſuppoſed migration did 
not take place till 39 years afterwards; and I 
alſo ſay, that if he died at the age of 147, it ne- 
ver could as to him have taken place at all. 


Shall we then go on to prophane the Name of 
God by attributing to him ſuch a work ! Shall 
we continue to worry each other---to impriſon- 
_ deſtroy--burn our fellow creatures who will not 


believe ſuch---ſuch traſh, 

O! gracious God! Look down upon! par- 
don! pardon, and enlighten thy erring and miſ- 
guided creatures 


I could very eaſily ſhew, in leſs important 


inſtances, overſights in the book, which, in a 


common book, would cauſe the author to be re- 
garded as a driveller, incapable of carrying his 
memory forwards from one page to another. 
The inſtances ſtand ſelected before me. But why 


G 2 prop 


—— 
— —— — 


. TEES hk 3 = 
— - — — —P — — 
2 — — — — 
_— — — — hs _ 
a — v$ Sz . . — 
: &. o 


_ = 
Ul} 
1118 
1 

, * 
9 
"= 
. 
* 


222 — 
—_ 5 


1 —— K "» 8 
—_— > —— — — — 
— 8 — 

* _ 


9 
— 
2 — _ 
> — — 
OY - = — 
A k p. #2 


32 ] 
prop à building which riſes all oompatled on a 
rock; the rock of mathematical demonſtration. 


This letter, from the neceſlity of introducing 
the authorities at large, has run to an inconve- 
nient length, and I feel my mind fatigued 
much. I ſhould have been glad here to have 
concluded the ſeries, but I cannot do fo, with 
Juſtice either to the ſubject, or to my own feel» 
ings, : 


| am, my Lord, o. 
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LETTER VI. 
My Lond, 


WW HEN laſt night I took leave of your 


Lordſhip I thought that this letter would con- 
clude the courſe, But no! New labours ariſþ; 


Retiring very late to reſt, I offered---fervent: 
ly offered---to the heayenly ſpirit an ejacula- 
tion praying to be corrected if erring, but if in 
the paths of truth, to be further enlightened, 
and ſtrengthened. * Goodwill to all men, and 
'* forgiveneſs to my enemies, cloſed my eyes 
on the pillow, and 1 went to reft. 


I flept, it was for hours, and without dream- 
ing: but it was not that morbid fleep which is 
the type of death; my ſoul was all along con- 
ſeious of its being, by the perception upon the 
mind, of a placid and chearing light, un- 
dazzling, and not ſuch as wearies the organs of 
external viſion, Senſations of pleaſed exiſtence 


vibrated in my limbs, and when I awoke there 


was thro” every vein, and in every nerve, a con- 
tinued ſenſe of felicity ; as if the delighted foul 


bad, to enjoy it, expanded herſelf thro' every 


atom 
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atom of my corporeal being. I could not be 
deceived, becauſe I continued ſome time after 
I awoke, in the conſcious, and certain enjoy- 
ment, of unſpeakable beatitude ; pure, unſex- 
ual, peculiar, unfatiating, ſuch feheity I never 


before taſted. It gave me an idea of what 
heaven may hereafter be. | 


I turned my thoughts to the contemplation 
of my paſt labours. In fewer ſeconds than are 
letters in the word, my mind was rapt, was 
hurried to, and along, the objects of my future 
diſcuſſions. My perceptions came with more 
than the quickneſs of intuition. I was under 
an impulle irreſiſtible. I fear leſt my memory 
ſhall not do juſtice to thoſe perceptions ; yet all 
that I ſhall ſay hereafter, I received then, and 
have now. It remains only that time ſhall 3 5 
it form and ſubſtance. 


It was not yet the dawn of day, and 1 again 
diſpoſed myſelf to reſt, I flept. Tranſient 
dreams paſſed over my mind. They were con- 
nected a little with my preſent ſubject, juſt as 
dreams are connected with and cauſed by wak- 
ing thoughts. In an inſtant I was made fully 
awake by the impreſſion of the words © Awake 
* and be invincible.” 8 


They were not as words ſpoken, nor ſenſible 
by the auricular organs, neither were they 
traced 


FW +7: 


traced as if inletters perceptible by ocular, or 
ideal viſion. They were impreſſed upon the 
brain, or ſenſorium, in an inſtant, and with an 
impetuoſity and a ſpecies of ſenſation and per- 
ception which I cannot deſeribe. To know it, 
it muſt be felt. 


Vet there was one preſentation to me, too 
remarkable ever, ever, to be forgotten. I re- 
cord the fact here that I may in due ſeaſon 
avow and explain it. If out of ſeaſon it ſhould 
be given now, it would not anſwer any pur- 
poſe of good, but the contrary ; in giving to the 
heart, that hardens itſelf, an opportunity to 
ſcoff. I ſhall give no ſuch opportunity. The 
invincible arguments of theſe pages are not 
prophecy, but conviction. Prophecy is ſealed 
up for ever, but not ſo explanation of its 
completion. 5 | 


My Lord, if I know myſelf at all I am not 
enthuſiaſtic. Let me be tried by the reaſon- 
ableneſs of my opinions, and my mode of urging 
them. I may, it is true, be touched with en- 
thuſiaſm, but I do not think I am. But I know 
J am not ſuperſtitious. Enthuſiaſm, not in- 
frequently, grows out of, and accelerates the 
ſucceſs of, a good cauſe. It may be and too 
often has been, by deluſion, the promoter of a 

| | bad 
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bad one. Superſtition never did, nor ean, nor 
ever will, ferve,. any but a bad cauſe. For if 
it does not find it a bad cauſe it will leave it ſo. 
It is the monſter I am tombating,-«-and whe- 
ther in ſhape it aſſumes the beſtiality of atheiftn, 
or whether it rolls about in groſs eredulity, ra- 
vening under the fiend-like form of intolerance 
and perſecution, it is alike ſucceſsful in driving 
peace and goodwill from ariiongſt men, and ter- 
rifying them from the Raja of true religion. 


I will attack the motiſter' in his den. His den 
1 the Book of Geneſis. | 


Thente lere I taken, thee only will 1 take 
my weapons. My ſhield is the mirror of truth. 
It ſhall beam the rays of its ſtrong and diſerĩmi- 
nating light upon error, impoſition, and ſuper- 
ſtition, and they ſhall vaniſh into air. 

I now my Lord requeſt you to turn to the 
28th chapter; which is part of the biography 6f 
the life of Jacob; as the compilers of Geneſis 
would have us to believe.” 


We have ſeen, that when Ifaac died, Jacob 
was in his 120th year at the leaſt. But, when 
he entered into the ſervice of Laban, he Was 
in, or had completed, his 86th year, (as neceſ⸗- 

ſarily 
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ſarily following from the text). He was then 

84, or in his 8zth year, when in obedience to 
the wiſhes of his mother, he ſet- off, with his 
father's bleſſing, to ſeek a wife in Padan- 
Am. — 


Verſe 2. Ariſe, go to Padan-Aram, to 
the houſe of Bethuel thy mother's father, and 
take thee a wife from thence of the daughters 
of Laban, thy mother's brother.“ 


9. And God Almighty bleſs thee, and 
make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that 
thou mayeſt be a multitude of people :” 


4.---** And give thee the bleſſing of Abra- 
ham, to thee, and to thy ſeed with thee ; that 
thou mayeſt inherit the land wherein thou art 
a ſtranger, which God gave unto Abrabam.” 


5.— And Iſaac ſent away Jacob: and he 
« went to Padan-Aram unto Laban, ſon of 
« Bethnel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, 
Jacob and Eſau's mother.” _ 


6. When Eſau ſaw that Iaac had 
« bleſſed Jacob, and ſent him away to Padan- 
Aram, to take him a wife from thence ; and 
« that, as he bleſſed him, he gave him a 


H charge, 


N ve ef 
« charge, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not take a wife of 
the daughters of Canaan.” 


7.—0— And that Jacob obeyed his father and 
„mother, and was gone to Padan-Aram.” 


8.---++ And Eſau ſecing that the daughters of 
Canaan pleaſed not Iſaac his father; 


9.---+* Then went Eſau unto Iſhmael, and 
took unto the wives which he had, Mahalath, 
the daughter of Iſhmael, Abraham's ſon, the 
« fiſter of Nebajoth, to be his wife.” 


10.---+* And Jacob went out from Beer- 
e ſheba, and went toward Haran.“ | 


11,---* And he lighted upon a certain place, 
e and tarried there all night, becauſe the ſan 
„ was ſet: and he took of the ſtones of that 
place, and put them for his pillows, and lay 
e down in that place to ſleep.” 


And he lighted upon a certain place, and 
(12) he dreamed. I beg you now my Lord to 
mark this dream and the conſequences of it. 


12. And 


LF 
12. And he dreamed, and, behold, a lad- 
der ſet up on the earth, and the top of it 


reached to heaven: and, behold, the angels 
i of God aſcending and deſcending on it.“ 


13.---+* And, behold, the Lord ſtood above 
* jt, and ſaid, I am the Lord God of Abraham 
„ thy father, and the God of Iſaac: the land 
** whereon thou lieſt, to thee will I give it, and 
* to thy ſeed,” 


14.---* And thy ſeed ſhall be as the duſt of 
& the earth; and thou ſhalt ſpread abroad to the 
«© welt,_and to the eaſt, and to the north, and 
to the ſouth: and in thee, and in thy ſeed, 
*« ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſſed.” 


15.---+* And, behold, I am with thee, and 
« will keep thee in all places whither thou 
„ goeſt, and will bring thee again into this 
« land: for I will not leave thee, until I have 
done that which I have ſpoken to thee of.” 


16.---+ And Jacob awaked out of his ſleep, 
and he ſaid, Surely the nas is in this place, 
« dn : knew it not.” | 


17.— And he was afraid, and ſaid, How 
„ dreadful is this place! this is none other but 
3 the 
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the houſe of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven.“ | OY OE 


18.---+ And Jacob roſe up early in the 
morning, and took the ſtone that he had put 
for his pillows, and ſet it up for a pillar, and 
*+* poured oil upon the top of it.” 


19.---* And he called the name of that 
place Beth-el : but the name of that city was 
called Luz at the firſt.”? 


It is by no means immaterial, but highly 
otherwiſe to keep in mind this ladder and this 
ſtone ; the old name of the city and the new 
one. 


20.— And Jacob vowed a vow, ſaying, If 
„God will be with me, and will keep me in the 
* way that I go, and will * me bread to N. 
« and raiment to put on,” ” 


21.--- So that I come again to my father's 
« houſe in peace; then ſhall the Lord be my 


„ God :?? 


22.---+ And this ſtone, which I have ſet for 
« a pillar, ſhall be God's houſe : and of all that 
« thou ſhalt give me, I will ſurely give the 


e tenth unto thee. 5 
| | Theſe 
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Theſe three verſes are important in a high 
degree, but the uſe, and application, of them 
muſt be made, chiefly when I bring forwards 
another part of my charge in which, they, with 
others of ſimilar tendency, will be ranged as 
my auxiliaries. 


I proceed to the 29th chapter. 


Verſe 1,“ Then Jacob went on his jour- 


% ney, and came into the land of the People of 
60 the eaſt.” 


'2.---+ And he looked, and behold, a well 
in the field, and lo, there were three flocks of 
e ſheep lying by it; for out of that well they 


« watered the flocks : and a great ſtone was 
« _ the well's. mouth.“ 


3.—“ And thither were all the flocks ga- 
e thered: and they rolled the ſtone from the 
4 well's mouth and watered the ſheep, and put 
te the ſtone again upon the well's mouth in his 
« place.“ 


— And Jacob ſaid unto them, My hve. 
« thren, whence be ye? and they ſaid, Of 
„Haran are we.“ 


5. — 9 1 be ſaid unto Beit takin ye 
_ © 0. Laban 
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* Laban. the ſon of Nahor ? And they =, 
et . know him.” 


6.---+* And he ſaid unto them, Is he well? 
And they ſaid, He is well: and, behold, 
Rachel his daughter cometh with the ſheep.” 


7.---* And he ſaid, Lo, it is yet high day, 
neither is it time the cattle ſhould be gathered 
together: water ye the ſheep, and go and 
« feed them.“ 


$.---And they ſaid, We cannot until all the 
{© flocks be gathered together, and till they roll 
the ſtone from the well's mouth; then we 
vater the ſheep.” 50 | 


N And, while he yet ſpake with them, 
Rachel came with her father's ſneep; for ſhe 
kept them.” 


10. And l it came to paſs, when Jacob ſaw 
„Rachel, the daughter of Laban his mother's 
© brother, and the ſheep of Laban his mother's 
© brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the 
<« ſtone from the well's mouth, and watered the 
& flock of Laban his mother's brother.“ 


I have promiſed fo give a reaſon why the 
compilers of Geneſis omitted to give the age 
| | of 
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of Jacob, as in former inſtances, at the time of 
his marriage, or at the births of his children. 


The whole life of Jacob from the 28th chap- 
ter ſhews the reaſon. What! A man of more 
than 84 years of age, go and ſeek a wife---roll 
the great ſtone from the well's mouth, and fall 
in love with Rachel! No! to give the parti- 
cular age, as neceſſarily ſhewn by ſubtraction 
from the life of Iſaac, would have produced im- 
mediate detection, and the ſame miracle which 
Abraham had at 9g muſt have been neceſlary 
at every ſtage for the production of every pa- 
triarch. The difficulty could be avoided by 
no other means than omitting the age of Jacob 
and diverting the reader from the enquiry: For 
ſhould it be ſaid, that the events of his life in 
the ſervice of Laban might take place at aud 
from the uſual time of marriage of the patri- 
archs, viz. When between 3o and 40 years of 
age; then the ſtory of Joſeph and Benjamin, 
by adding 40 or 30 years more to their re- 
ſpective ages, could not have been drafted into 
the book, and the proximate cauſes of the mi- 
gration into Ægypt could never have been nar- 
rated with their preſent circumſtances. 


We now go to the 13th? 14th, and 15th 
verſes of the 29th chapter. 


1 3.— And 
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13. And it came to paſs, when Laban 
heard the tidings of Jacob his ſiſter's ſon, 
ce that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, 
and kiſſed him, and brought him to his houſe. 
And he told Laban all theſe things.” 


14. And Laban faid to him, Surely thou 
art my bone and my fleſh. And he abode 
with him the ſpace of a month.” 


15.---+ And Laban ſaid unto Jacob, Becauſe 
thou art my brother ſhouldeſt thou therefore 
+* ſerve me for nought ? Tell me what ſhall thy 
6& wages be.“ 


Still the prudence of ſinking the age of Jabob 
is apparent. A ſervant to tend flocks, (a moſt 
dangerous and. laborious employment) aged 84 
at leaſt, but apparently 85 or 86. 


16.---+ And Laban had two daughters : the 
% name of the elder was Leah, and the name 
of the younger was Rachel.“ 


17. Leah was tender-eyed, but Rachel 
„ was beautiful and well-favoured.“ 


18. And Jacob loved Rachel ; and ſaid, 
„J will ſerve thee ſeven years for Rachel thy 
* younger daughter.” 


19.—0 And 


1 6 1 
19. And Laban ſaid, It is better that I 


give her to thee than that I ſhould give her 
to another man: abide with me.” 


20.---+ And Jacob ſerved ſeven years for 
% Rachel and they ſeemed unto him but a few 
„days forthe love he bare unto her.“ What 
gallantry ever reached this? I fear my Lord, 
that the piety of Mr. Addiſon has been over- 
rated, and that, without knowing why he was 
right, he was ridiculing this ſtory in another 
not at all more apocryphal, © The Story of 
*« Shalum and Hilpah.” 


Do you, my Lord, can you want any more 
reaſons for the total omiſſion and obſcurity as 
to the age of Jacob when he married ? 


We read that Abraham was in his 1ooth 
year when (but that might be on Sarah's 
account and not his) a miracle was neceſſary 
to give him a deſcendant. But no miracle was 
neceſſary to enable Jacob to keep the flocks of 
Laban and to produce the patriarchs. B+ 


In the ſervice of Laban, Jacob ſpeaking of 
himſelf fays (chap. 31, verſe 40) © Thus was 
* I: in the day the drought conſumed me, 
and the froſt by night: and my ſleep departed 

I from 


1 


* 


from my eyes.” When he ſaid this he was, 


according to the book, in his 107th year or 
more: Having left the ſervice of Laban. 


Are any more reaſons wanted for the omiſ- 
ſion of the age of Jacob ? It cannot be. 


It is not my intention to deny that Abraham, 
Haac, Jacob, and the patriarchs exiſted. The 
traditions of the Jews (not to mention thoſe of 
other nations) and their name continuing in 
the appellation of thoſe tribes which are not 
loſt, diſperſed, or ſwept from the ſace of the 
earth, are good proofs of their having lived. I 
do not doubt that Jacob did marry the daugh- 
ters of Laban---1 agree with the Jews in this 
reſpect, and 1t 1s one of the very few points in 
which I ſhall agree, with them, but I dare fay 
none of them perceive the conſequences I ſhall 
deduce from that agreement. His marriages 
muſt neceſſarily (as I ſhall hereafter ſhew) have 
taken place at a much earlier period of his 
life, and tradition would ſo inform the com- 
poſers of the book, but then the truth would 
not have anſwered their peculiar purpoſes. 


What that truth was I will now my Lord en- 
deavor to ew. 


To 
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To do this I muſt refer your Lordſhip to the 
following texts.“ l 185 


By which it will appear, that Abram and 
Nahor were brothers, the ſons of Terah, verſe 29. 
And Abram and Nahor took them wives, 
Abram's wife, Sarai, Nahor's wife, Milcah. 
chap. 24, verſe 47.--Nahor's fon was Bethuel, 
the father of Rebecca, Iſaac's wife, and (by 
chapter 28) Laban was likewiſe the ſon of 


*Chap, 11, verſe 27. Now theſe are the generations of 
* Terah : Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran: and Ha- 


ran begat Lot.“ | po 
ah 28,.--** And Haran died before his father Terah, in the 


land of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees.”” 


29.— And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the 
% name of Abram's wife was Sarai : and the name of Nahor's 
* wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father * Milcah, 
and the father of Jocah,” 


30----** But Sarai was barren 3 ſhe had no child.“ 


31.---* And Terah took Abram his fon, and Lot the ſon 
« of Haran, his ſon's ſon, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his 
« fon Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from 
Ur of the Chaldces, to go into the land of Canaan : and 
Fe they came unto Haran, and dwelt there.” 


32.66 And the days of Terah were two hundred and five 
« years : and Terah died in Haran. 


Bethuel, 


1 


Bethuel, and the brother of Rebecca. Hence 
Jacob was firſt couſin of Leah and Rachel by 
the mother's ſide, and he and Laban ſtood in 
equal degree of deſcent from Terah, the com- 
mon anceſtor ; whoſe grandſon Haac and whoſe 
grandſon Bethuel, were firſt couſins. 


Nahor was the younger brother of Abram, 
The book does not ſay whether Laban, the 
brother of Rebecca, was elder or younger; but 
Bethuel, their father, was the Younger of the 
nine lons of Nahor. 


But N ahor being the younger brother of 
Abram, the great delay of uſual procreation 
from Abram and another, in the caſe of Iſaac, . 
would naturally place Jacob, at leaſt, not older 
than the younger daughter of Laban, of whom 
hebecame enamoured : And his perſeverance in ' 
loving her, and ſerving for her, and afterwards | 
continuing the ſervice for his reward in cattle, 
are ſo many proofs of his youth, at leaſt that he 


was not an old man when he entered into wed- 
lock, 


All this is natural, There appear not any 
miracles to accellerate or retard the production 
of Nahor's deſcendants ; and Jacob's wives and 
himſelf were derived from the common ſtock 1 in 
exactly equal degrees. | 
The 
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The truth then was that Jacob married his 
wives in the vigour of his life. 


Had that truth been ſtated (it is ſtated neither 
the one way nor the other, the writer is ſilent) 
there could have been no foundation, (there is 


no real one) no pretence, for the tale of Joſeph 


and Benjamin, or the intereſting circumſtances 


of the migration into Agypt, or the ſettlement 


in Goſhen: of which latter circumſtance I do not 
doubt, but I do not believe it as it is attempted 
to be detailed in Geneſis To turn men from 
the truth in theſe ſeveral particulars (and others) 
were the purpoſes in view, 


The enumeration of the children of Benja- 
min (in number ten) who went down into 
Egypt, in ſome degree coincides with theſe ar- 
guments : Yet that enumeration is chargeable 
with error: But that Benjamin ſhould have ten 
children, or any children, at the time of the ſet- 
tlement in Goſhen, and that he ſhould be at the 
fame time © a lad,” wept over and careſſed by 
his“ brother, a child,” * a little one,” can- 
not be true; both cannot be true; and in either 


caſe the Book of Geneſis cannot be the word of 
God Q. E. D. 


I am, 8&c. 


— LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 


AND now, my Lord, with this letter I 
_ cloſe the preſent ſeries. 


I think I can (deem me not arrogant if I ſay 
I know I can) diſpoſe of the reſt of the Book of 
Geneſis, with equal ſatisfaction to my own mind, 


I do not ſay that all the events related, are 
untrue ; but that they are untruly related. 


That the firſt men received by revelation 


their firſt knowledge 1mmediately from the 
deity, I do well believe. 


That they tranſmitted during their very long 
lives that knowledge, I do alſo believe. 


How much is fictitious and how much is 
true in the eſpecial chapters, | think I can 
ſhew. 


But I muſt call to my aid other parts of the. 
Bible, and many, many other books, in 
many languages, in order that J may be ſe- 
curely accurate. 


Such 


E 


Such a courſe, purſued to the end, would 
depurate the ſeriptures, and leave cleared to its 
baſis the rock of our ſalvation, the true religion 
of Chriſt. It would be partly to fulfill his miſ- 
ſion and prepare for his ſecond coming. 


From you, my Lord, I expect ſome co- 
operatian. Either that you will correct me if 
you can, (if learning can do it, I with pleaſure 
own you can) or if you cannot, that you will 
take upon you in ſome degree the furtherance 
of ſo grand a work. 


Such a work acl either convince and con- 
vert the Jews, or it would conſign them to the 


the pity, and would ſecure the ſafety, of nations, 


They could never any more, with the remoteſt 
chance of ſucceſs, graſp at that temporal domi- 
nion on earth, which they for ever ſelfiſhly 


hanker after, and which, until the light of truth 
is accorded to them, they will, upon the ſtart- 


ing up of every falſe prophet, endeavour to 
aſſume. 


Conqueſt is with them evidence of a com- 
miſſion from the Lord therr* God. Thus in. a 


Who that God is, I ſhall hereafter attempt to ſhew. It 
is not the God1 worſhip; a careful peruſal of our Saviour's 


keen and eloquent reproaches would almoſt anticipate my ar- 


guments. But I have ſo much to ſay to the yore that I hope I 
ſhall not be anticipated. 
deputation, 
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deputation, they enquired of Oliver Cromwell 
if He was not the Meſſias who ſhould reſtore 
them. The Jews in Egypt did fo with 
Buonaparte. Recolle& their agitations in the 
the 17th century, under Sabbatei Levi, one of 
the falſe Meſſiahs ſpoken of by the prophets. 


Had not the wiſdom (wiſdom in that inſtance 
at leaſt) of his majeſty's counſels ſhut up the 
prophet Brothers, what might not have been the 
conſequence! The ſuperſtitions of inſanity or 
at leaſt of falſe perſuaſion might (as in former 
times) have thrown down empires, and out of 
their ruins raiſed up dominations for which we 
ſhould want a name. 


Arm yourſelf, my Lord, I humbly beſeech 
you, before it be too late. You area Chriſtian 
Biſhop, an eminent member of a tolerant, and, 
greatly, but not wholly, reformed Church, 
which tho' not ſo pure as it poſſibly may be, 
is, (I offend no man's opinion, I only ſpeak my 
own) the beſt that exiſts. Your Brethren are 
amongſt the moſt learned of men. Tell them 
that whilſt they connive at, or ſuffer to remain, 
the Jewiſh ſuperſtitions, they effectually fruſ- 
trate the operation of the pure doctrines. of 

_ Chriſtianity, and, ſo render the blindneſs of the 
Jews, and other infidels, irremoveable : for, if 
you reaſon with the Jews, on the reaſonableneſs 
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of Chriſtianity, their anſwer is-- Lou believe 
„ in our Teſtament, but we cannot believe 
„your's. We are ſecure” And thus they 
wrap themſelves up in thoſe falſe and inflated 
hopes of temporal power, which are dangerous 
alike to the Prince and to the people: And 
when, as in old time the ſons of Eli, cauſed to 
be taken from the people fleſh out of the ſeeth- 
ing pot, and appropriated the parts of fatneſs, 
unpreſented to the altar, to feed their own ſen- 
ſual cravings ; abuſing the ſacred name of God, 
and calling themſelves the miniſters and keep- | 
ers of his word. So their ſucceſſors, arrogating 
to poſſeſs, to, and for themſelves only, his moſt 
holy word, rely upon the antiquity of their 
books rather than the truth of them, and for 
the truth of them they appeal to their antiquity. 
Howbeit (enough for them) their temporal 
purpoſes are ſerved, as of old ; and thus are 
they, as Teggonts in a end living 1085 
dead men's bones. 3 
And now, my Lord, I for the preſent take 

my leave, in the full hope that my words will 
ſink deep'into your breaſt, and that they will call 
you forth as a giant to the battle. The vice 
of the times is ſuperſtition in its two extremes 
of atheiſm and uncharitableneſs. The wonder- 
ful events, of the days chat now are, have aſ- 
K _* -  tounded' 
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tounded the minds of men, and the generality, 
inſtead of aceounting for thoſe events, as they 
may eaſily do) by reaſoning from eauſe to conſe- 
quence are more diſpoſed to regard them as prece 
ding the completion of certain direful prophecies 
either long ſince accompliſhed or of extremely 
doubtful authenticity; hut which, if permitted 
to wander wildly about, will be in the laſt de- 
gree dangerous to the very exiſtence of the 
Britiſh Empire. A prophecy believed com- 
pletes itſelf by re-operating on the minds of 
men, and thus, inclining them to produce that 
which they believe muſt happen. This is alſo 
ſuperſtition, and this produced moflemiſm.--- 
And what has, on the continent produced falſe 
religion and its other extreme, atheiſin, and all 
the horrible conſequences which convulſe Eu- 
rope ?-—Popery. And what, Popery ?---Ju- 
daiſm. 


The obligations we owe to our Saviour, who 
has opened to us the Gates of eternal life, are 
eternal. Let us then ſeek to deſerve them by 
doing all we can (and all of us can do ſome- 
thing) to point out a reſting-place for the 
wearied minds of men ; by ſhewing them that 
Chriſtianity (in its pure and primary ſtate) has 
all. that the beſt Philoſophy can haye---And 
more But then this can be done, only, by 
deſtroying (as I have I hope in part ſucceſs- 

fully 
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fully attempted to do) the impoſitions of a vile, 
rapacious, polluted, Jewiſh, Pfeudo.--Theo- 
craſy, the ſuperſtitions of which have, in their 


conſequences, defiled, deformed, and devaſ- 
tated the World, 


Ariſe, arm! and make yourſelf ſtrong for 
the battle! Leave riot that to the atchieve- 
ment of babes and ſucklings, which belongs 
to and is the eſpecial, and bounden duty, of a 
mighty man of valour, a General in the armies 
of Jeſus. You have (and you deſerve it) 


wealth, and leiſure, and learning, and com- 


mand of books, and command of time. I 
have, in -a very limited degree, any of theſe 
bleſſings. From him, to whom much is gi- 
ven, much is expected, and much will be 
aſſuredly required, Come forth! and with a 
giant-arm d.ſcomfit the hoſts of thoſe who, de- 
ceived, and deceivers, would un-god the eter- 
nal Majeſty of Nature, and fool us from the 


paths. of our ſalvation, Cauſe and enable the 


faint and famiſhed children of Chriſt, (reſtored 
to innocence) to taſte the fruit of the Tree of 
life, the veritable word of God; and the 
trembling hope of thoſe, who wiſh, but hard- 
ly dare, to believe, will be exalted into. glori- 
ous and immortal certainty. Thus will Chriſt 
again be manifeſted unto men, a ſaving health 


unto all nations. So, will All the deſcendants 


of 


—— —œ 


© — 
— . 


— + 


* = 
= 
hb 9 
. 
ͥ— —ꝛp— T —— — 2 —.ꝛ— 


———— — . 


"WER" 


| 


| 
| 
| 
: 
: 
| 
l 


hs; 3 255 


of, Adam be prepared and, fitted: to, inhabit this 
earth, and to enjoy their inheritangagyhilſt on 
it, in the plentitude and unity of peace, in the 
fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter. 
And, thus, will the way be made ſtraight for 
our Lord's ſecond coming, and for the fulfill- 
ment of the-reſt. of thofe prophecies which yet 
remain to be accompliſhed ! . To the: religionift 
give rationality, and he will no longer be in- 
tolerant. Open, to the Atheiſt, the know- 
ledge of the true Deity, and he will adore. 
Conciliate the diſturbed opinions of contending, 
Chriſtians, by univerfalieing hein religion, and 
they will unite. Do this! and be a benefac- 5 
tor to your country, your ſovereign, the age 
in wen You live, and to Pallgrity; i 

* this | And vou w lt aff unge the tempeſ⸗ 
tuous inundation of falſe opinion, with which 
the ignorance of learned men, is. about to 
over whelm, and deluge, the olds, IRS 
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Do this! (and it can be done. * And may 
che love of God, dhe: "bivfling of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the anithation of the. ny Ghoſt, reſt up- 
on 1 you, and remain, witli you always! r 
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Pririted by T Greis an, Kent Street I 
| Borough, Southwark. 


2 
* POS -- os 


— — 


